











Luminaires Gather to Offer Gratitude
and Raise Funds for Vision Research

On Friday, March 13, 270 Luminaires and guests gathered
at the Langham Huntington in Pasadena to celebrate and
support the vision-saving research of Doheny Eye Institute.

This year’s theme, Timeless Elegance, conveyed a
sense of ageless beauty, refined grace, and the enduring
generosity of spirit the institute embodies. The event also
saluted the efforts of the Lamp Society, composed of
Luminaires members who have supported Doheny through
their dedicated membership for 25 years or more.

After enjoying time circulating through the vendor
boutique, guests were welcomed by Luminaires President
Jinny Dalbeck and Benefit Co-chairs Jennifer Cooper and
Peggy Schmid. Doheny Eye Institute CEO Marissa Goldberg
offered opening remarks and expressed thanks to the
Luminaires for their continued support, while Doheny’s
Dr. Benjamin Bert offered a toast. Following lunch, all eyes
turned to the runway for a fashion show featuring stunning
designs from the Robert Ellis Boutique of Studio City.

The event culminated with Mary Catherine Cooper
receiving the 2026 Vision Award. Having joined the
Luminaires in 2000, Mary has served on the Luminaires
Board for most of her years of membership. As the
Luminaires’ public relations guru, she has created an
irreplaceable photographic history of the organization and
gladly took on the role of "Cheerleader-in-Chief" for Doheny.

Founded in 1974, The Luminaires have focused on two
goals: to elevate community awareness about the need
for ongoing vision research, and to support the Institute’s
work to find cures and treatments for eye disease. Their
countless volunteer hours and the dedicated support of
hundreds of Luminaires have contributed to the success
of their annual fundraising efforts.

Another smashing success, this year’s celebration
raised over $292,500 to support vision research at
Doheny Eye Institute.
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Luminaires Benefit Committee

Lamp Society Members and Legacy Family Representatives

Center: Mary Catherine Cooper, 2026 Vision Award Honoree Back Row
L-R: Jinny Dalbeck, CEO Marissa Goldberg, Dr. Ferrington, Dr. Bert
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Benjamin Bert, MD, FACS, offers a toast
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Alicia Cleaver

Dedicated Development Leader
Brings Expertise in Academic
and Medical Fundraising

In March, Doheny Eye Institute welcomed Alicia Cleaver
as its new Chief Development Officer (CDO). Leading,
motivating, and mentoring the development team, as well
as communicating philanthropic impact to present and
future donors, is her goal as she works to build meaningful
relationships that lead to increased support for the
institute’s research. She reports directly to Doheny CEO
Marissa Goldberg.

Alicia Cleaver brings two decades of development
experience in the fields of higher education and medical
fundraising. She began at her alma mater, the University
of Michigan, where she was introduced to the profession
through the University’s pilot program to train undergraduate
students in advancement and development. Since then,
she has met continuously expanding responsibilities
and facilitated numerous accomplishments at Lehigh
University, Johns Hopkins Medicine, and Phoenix Children’s
Hospital Foundation. Most recently at Occidental College,
where she served as Associate Vice President of Institutional
Advancement, she led a team of 10 frontline fundraisers
and raised over $14 million during her tenure.

Philanthropy is in Alicia’s DNA. “Philanthropy is not just
about giving; it's also about receiving,” Alicia explained. “When
you make a choice to help someone else or an organization
you care about, you become a higher version of yourself.”

For Alicia, supporting Doheny’s mission is also very
personal. “My late grandfather had AMD, and when he started
to lose his vision, it broke him,” she said. “Too often, normal
vision is taken for granted. However, with Doheny’s doctors
and scientists at the forefront of vision research, diseases that
once meant blindness can now be treated and others slowed.
It is a worthy institution and mission.”



Doheny News In Brief

Dr. Ferrington Addresses
Women in Pharma Workshop

Deborah A. Ferrington, PhD, Chief Scientific Officer at Doheny Eye
Institute, was a featured panelist at the ISPE Greater Los Angeles Area
Chapter Women in Pharma gathering held in honor of International
Women’s Day 2026.

The event, “Asking for What You Want: A Curated Conversation &
Connection Experience,” was held Wednesday, March 11 at Takeda
Pharmaceuticals in Thousand Oaks. The program included a candid
fireside chat with executive leaders, as well as an interactive workshop
focused on mentorship, leadership, career growth, and building
confidence in self-advocacy. Dr. Ferrington’s participation reflects
Doheny’s continued commitment to advancing science while supporting the professional development of women
across the life sciences.

Dr. SriniVas Sadda Answers Retina Questions
at Doheny’s “Ask the Doctor”

On April 20, 2026, Doheny opened its doors for a community event titled “Ask the
Doctor: A Conversation with Dr. SriniVas Sadda.” With over 75 guests in attendance,
SriniVas Sadda, MD, FARVO, a world-renowned retina specialist, explained the
latest advances in treating age-related macular degeneration, including how
artificial intelligence is transforming diagnosis, monitoring, and intervention. The
event allowed guests to hear directly from Dr. Sadda, and ask him questions about
this rapidly evolving field.

Dr. Sadda is the Director of Artificial Intelligence and Imaging Research at
Doheny and Professor of Ophthalmology at the David Geffen School of Medicine at
UCLA. He holds the A. Ray Irvine Jr., MD, Endowed Chair in Clinical Ophthalmology.
Dr. Sadda’s research focuses on retinal image analysis, advanced imaging technologies,
and clinical trial innovation, and his work is supported by multiple National Institutes of Health grants.

SriniVas Sadda, MD, FARVO

Victoria Tseng, MD, PhD,
Honored by American Glaucoma Society

Dr. Victoria Tseng received the American Glaucoma Society Mid-Career
Physician Scientist Award in March 2026. The award provides research
funding for mid-career investigators to initiate new research or continue
ongoing research.

Dr. Tseng’s research project, “Impact of External Stressors on
Glaucoma Disease Trajectory: A Population-Based Investigation,” will
use data from the California Health Interview Survey and the California
Medicare Database to establish a measure of cumulative stressor
burden and assess its impact on the prevalence of glaucoma and
incidence of glaucoma surgery.

Victoria Tseng, MD, PhD
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Doheny Researchers Publish New Findings
on How Diabetic Eye Disease Begins

In December 2025, a team of Doheny Eye Institute researchers —Mahesh
Agarwal, PhD; Sathishkumar Chandrakumar, PhD; Irene Santiago Tierno, MS;
Emma M. Lessieur, MD, PhD; and Kaustabh Ghosh, PhD —published significant
new findings in Diabetes that shed light on how diabetic eye disease begins.
The study examined lysyl oxidase (LOX), an enzyme the body normally
uses to strengthen tissues. In diabetes, LOX is produced in excess, and the
researchers found that this surplus can “supercharge” neutrophils, a type of
white blood cell. Instead of functioning normally, these cells become unusually
aggressive because LOX alters actin, the protein that helps cells move. When
these overactive neutrophils reach the retina, they can damage the delicate
lining of the eye’s small blood vessels, triggering the early stages of diabetic
retinopathy. Current treatments address only later phases of the disease and
cannot reverse existing damage. However, understanding these early mechanisms is an important step toward
identifying and applying better practices to protect vision.

Dr. Corradetti Selected to ARVO . cralR
Women’s Leadership Development Program

In December 2025, Giulia Corradetti, MD, was selected to the 2026-2027
Association for Vision Research and Ophthalmology (ARVO) Women'’s
Leadership Development Program. This program is a highly interactive,
year-long experience designed to strengthen leadership skills and
expand opportunities for professional growth within ARVO and the field
of ophthalmology.

Established in 2016, the program accepts only a small cohort of early-
to mid-career female scientists each year, along with their mentors, making
this a meaningful and competitive honor. Dr. Corradetti’s selection reflects
her rising impact in vision science and gives her access to advanced
leadership training, national networking, and mentorship that will further
elevate her work.

UCLA Stein Eye Instigte]

Giulia Corradetti, MD

Doheny Researchers Contribute to
International Study on AMD-Related Scarring

In November 2025, a new study that included Doheny co-authors SriniVas

PhD, was published in Aging Cell. This new study identifies how deficiency of
the 2-oxoglutarate carrier (Slc25a11) drives harmful changes in retinal pigment

degeneration (AMD).

potential targets for future treatments. An international endeavor, other authors
of this publication included researchers at UCLA Stein Eye Institute, Shanghai

University, Shanghai, China.
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Sadda, MD, FARVO; Ram Kannan, PhD, FARVO; and Parameswaran G Sreekumar,
epithelial cells, accelerating subretinal fibrosis in neovascular age-related macular
These findings help explain why some patients continue to lose vision despite

current therapies. By revealing a key molecular pathway, this research highlights

Eye Disease Prevention and Treatment Center, and Eye & ENT Hospital of Fudan



It’sa Wonderful Life! o

Mary Catherine Cooper, Luminaires 2026

Vision Award Honoree, Lives with Gratitude
for Her Doctors at Doheny Eye Center UCLA

L

“Doheny is an amazing place,
and Dr. Sadda is brilliant— he
takes his time, listens well, and
is reassuring and caring. I feel
honored to be his patient.”

— Mary Catherine Cooper

Mary Catherine Cooper

Mary Cooper, this year's Luminaires Vision Award Honoree
(see page 10 story), Lamp Society member, longtime
Luminaires publicity chair, and board member, explains,
“I am blessed with a disposition where I am continuously
appreciative and happy. It doesn’t mean that life doesn’t
hold challenges or difficulties—I am simply fortunate to
meet them with the right spirit.”

A Luminaires member since 2000, for two decades
Mary has documented the Doheny support group’s
events with camera in hand, organized its visual history
in photo albums, and written up press releases as well
as articles for their newsletter. Mary was so enthusiastic
in her work that her nickname became “Doheny’s
Cheerleader-in-Chief.”

A storyteller at heart, Mary’s Luminaires duties came
naturally. In seventh grade, she discovered her love of
writing as she began interviewing fellow students and
reporting about campus life for her Arcadia middle
school newspaper. Her passion for writing continued to
grow throughout high school and her years at Occidental
College. As a mother, editing and contributing to PTA
newsletters became a priority, and eventually Mary’s
byline appeared regularly on San Marino Tribune features.
Thus, by the time she was asked to join the Luminaires,
she was already a veteran communicator.

Mary grew up with an appreciation for her eyesight
because her mother feared going blind. Born in the late
19th century, her mother had astigmatism, which at the
time was thought to be a precursor to blindness. An
impression was made. In the early 1980s, Mary’s local
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ophthalmologist detected a mole on her retina and,

out of a sense of caution, called Doheny Eye Institute
and personally arranged for her to be seen by Dr. Peter
Liggett, a fellow under Stephen J. Ryan, MD. Fortunately,
there was no immediate concern, but it was a condition
to be monitored.

This began her long relationship with Doheny.

Dr. Ronald Smith, then Chairman of the Ophthalmology
Department, saw her through the course of follow-up
examinations. When cataracts were detected,

Dr. Benjamin Bert performed the surgery.

Later, Dr. Vikas Chopra performed a laser procedure
that Mary described as “miraculous and immediate.”
Today, as an age-related macular degeneration (AMD)
patient, she sees Dr. SriniVas Sadda and his fellows for
regular anti-VEGF treatments. “Doheny is an amazing
place,” Mary said, “and Dr. Sadda is brilliant—he takes
his time, listens well, and is reassuring and caring.

I feel honored to be
his patient.”

Since 1997, Mary
Cooper has supported
Doheny Eye Institute
through regular and
consistent donations.

In appreciation for her
care, she offers her time,
talent, and leadership,
as well as her blessed
disposition.

SriniVas Sadda, MD, FARVO



DOHENY EYE INSTITUTE — AFFILIATED CLINICIANS AND SCIENTISTS

Cataract and
Refractive Surgery
Kenneth Lu, MD

Comprehensive
Monica Khitri, MD
Vivian Qin, MD

Cornea and Uveitis

Benjamin Bert, MD, FACS

Judy Chen, MD

Ali Mahdavi Fard, MD

John Irvine, MD
(Emeritus)

Victoria Yom, MD

Glaucoma

Judy Chen, MD

Vikas Chopra, MD

Brian Francis, MD, MS
Nariman Nassiri, MD, MPH
Christine Nguyen, MD
Vivian Qin, MD

Neuro-Ophthalmology
Jane Chan, MD
Alexander Fein, MD

Michael Gilhooley, MD, PhD,

FRCOphth
Peter Quiros, MD
Alfredo Sadun, MD, PhD
(Vice Chair)

Optometric Services
Peter Tien, OD

Orbital and Ophthalmic
Plastic Surgery

Justin Karlin, MD, MS
Daniel Rootman, MD, MS

Pediatric Ophthalmology
and Strabismus

Mona Fayad, MD

Monica Khitri, MD

Irena Tsui, MD

Federico Velez, MD

Retina

Giulia Corradetti, MD

Gad Heilweil, MD

Michael Ip, MD

Phillip Le, MD, PhD
SriniVas Sadda, MD, FARVO
Irena Tsui, MD

DOHENY EYE CENTER UCLA LOCATIONS

PASADENA

Doheny Eye Institute

150 N. Orange Grove Blvd.
Suites 1200, 1300, 1400
Pasadena, CA 91103

(626) 817-4747

ARCADIA

622 W. Duarte Road
Suite 101

Arcadia, CA 91007
(626) 254-9010

Researchers

Steven Barnes, PhD

Vikas Chopra, MD

Giulia Corradetti, MD

Deborah A.Ferrington, PhD

Sreekumar P. Gangadharan, PhD

Kaustabh Ghosh, PhD

Zhihong (Jewel) Hu, PhD

Michael Ip, MD

Ram Kannan, PhD

Phillip Le, MD, PhD

Emma Lessieur, MD, PhD

SriniVas Sadda, MD, FARVO

Alfredo Sadun, MD, PhD

Peng Shang, PhD

Deming Sun, MD
(Emeritus)

Yuhua Zhang, PhD

ORANGE COUNTY
Orange Coast Memorial
Patient Care Pavilion
18111 Brookhurst Street
Suite 640

Fountain Valley, CA 92708
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TEAMWORK MATTERS

Advancing Sight-Saving Discoveries

Breakthroughs happen when

teams work together. Our scientists
collaborate to uncover the causes

of blindness, develop new therapies,
and harness artificial intelligence

to transform how eye disease is
diagnosed and treated.

At Doheny Eye Institute, teamwork
powers innovation. Together, let's
turn bold discoveries into life-changing

treatments.
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Discover how you can support sight-saving research. —
Visit Doheny.org. @

EYE INSTITUTE

Improving Vision. Restoring Sight. Changing Lives. N
Affiliated with UCLA Stein Eye Institute
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